Love Is The One Thing That Cannot Hurt lour Neighbor 
( Romans 13 s 10) 



Text Romans 13: 10. 



In looking for an appropriate theme for this Sunday, the united 
Church calendar had the two Scripture lessons which we heard read,. The events of 
the past weeks and months should certainly cfuse.us to take a close look at the 
words that were written such a long time ago. Many people think and feel that the 
words of the Bible are not nuite relevant today. They only applied 3000 years or 
so ago,. But if we examine the words of both Jesus and Paul we can find answers 
for our nresent day and s 

If we look close at the confrontation that Jesus had with t 

Pharisees we can see at ^nno that thMr motives were not wxa^l.v pure. They "=up 
to Him hoping to trip Kim up and to get the goods on Him so they could destroy 
Him.. First they flattered Him and coated their words with honey so the following 
words would not seem to be damaging to Jesus. Ken operate sometimes like this 
today.. This isn't a new thing under the sun,. They told Him, "..- ster , we know you 
are an honest man, that you are not afraid of anyone, because a man's rank means 
nothing to you, and that you teach the way of God in all honesty. Is ft permissable 
to pay taxes to Caesar or not? Should we pay, yes or no? Here is where they thought 
thay had the trap ready to spring shut on Him.. If He answers, no don't pay taxes 
but just be true to God, He is talking against Caesar and this is treason.. But we 
are told He saw through their hypocrisy and asked for a coin. His answer "Give 
back to Caesar what belongs to Caesrr am to God what belongs to God," -was a real 
shocker for these people and totally un^xnefted. 

Then if we look at the words of y ev j t. fp> Rep that, he is admonishing 
the peonle to obey the laws and to be law abiding. m o not bo afraid of the magistra- 
tes. Only the criminal needs to be afraid of authority. Then he tells them the 
Commandments ars . bS be kept and not forgotten. But one thing to remember, is «w 

/M/°C fl-jf\t*-£ 

o-f the two Commandments that Jesus 6aid were Wm most important. The first one 
is to love God completely. The second is to love your neighbor as yourself. How 
Paul is re— iterating these words. He tells them, " Love Is the one thing that 
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cannot hurt your neighbor." Yet if we look at our society today, we do not see 
much in the way of love. Instead we see hatred. We see this hatred in our national 
" itics, between men and between parties. We see it between races. We see it be- 
tween religions. And we even see it in our Churches.. Many of the movements that 
started out in this country legitimately have become nothing more tlrn an excuse 
to do whatever one pleases and to disre^-aird the rights and priviledgefl of every- 
one else. This msy lnclud° fir" bombing pom^nnp's bome 1 " business. O it may 
involve sniping at someone with a rif] >. Or even demonstrating by smashing windows 
and store fronts.. ho one seems to care what happen? iust so we keep the headlines 
aglow by showing that we have a cause we are §oing these things for.. 

In a recent issue of Christianity today, there is an article about 
the National Council of Churches. It points out that at one of their recent sessions 
a policy statement was proposed and passed by an 81-6 vote,.-***, "We recognize 
that when justice cannot be secured either through action within existing, structures 
or through civil disobedience, an increasing number of Christians may feel called 
t seek justice through resistance or revolution." Unquote. how this is a group 
made up of very learned and able men. They are supposed to represent Christianity 
too by the way. If this is the message that Jsotcs snoke then, I think I sm reading 
His message nev<=r sdv-'cated h^ + rerl and violence. His ■■ one of 

ln V p for one another. And this Isn't just my idea either. In the snme issue of 
Christianity Today Is a summery of the news. It is entitled, "Back to Violence As 
usual." The very first sentence is, "1968 may go do™ as the year in which the 
world tried to cope with a rising tide of violence while ecumenical assemblies 
sought to encourage it." Unnuote. 

We have had all types of violence in our nation. We have had sev- 
eral prominent peonle shot. Then the hue and cry arose that we should have gun 
legislation and every politician worth his salt proposed It so the measure would 
carry his nametag and Identify him as being on the right track,. This past week 
s^ -one tried to assassinate the premier of Greece ,1th a «JBre bomb.* I made the 
facetious remark to someone that we need gasoline control laws so that the threat 
from fire bombs will be non existent., iiow of course this Is ridiculous. And I think 
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just pf ridiculous is + he thought that registering guns will stop e~lme snd violence 

■it- vie register all par Ives - , carving knives, pocket knives and screw 

d rers? All of these can and have been used to commit murder. Of all the proponents 

otre 

of gun legislation I have not heard or read of any. of them making any kind of re- 
mark concerning the looting* of a store in Watts this week, and the stealing of 
over one hundred ,guns and ammunition. Have you?^I think the* time Kas^come^when' ,! ^e 
should call a spade a spade. That we should stop protecting these people.. That we 

should start treating them as criminals. Do you know why the disturbance started 

bit £AO 
in Watts this week? Because the. brutal police were arresting a woman for being 

!= %**}/> US "/AS /fi/S'r' *<? o*> F/tj£>A~ 

drunk and disorderly.^! think we have cone to the point in this country where we 

are afraid to do anything to these people because they happen to have black skins 

The laws have been made for the black as well as the white. I do not think that any 

white man should revive any preferential treatment bee te is whi + p. If he is 

a crime then he deserves to be punished. And I think this allies to "> 11 

Americans as well. 

have many ministers and priests leading protests and marchinr 

for different causes. I think that perhaps some of this is o. k.. In a conversation 

I had with a certain minister friend of mine the talk rolled around to civil rights 

as it usually does today*. He was telling of a minister he knows who went down to 

sissippi and marched carrying a placard- He came back and was telling of the 

courage it took to march such as that. /-Paul said he told him that it didn't re- 

A ton much guts to march with a couple hundred thousand other people, but it does 

require guts to stand up in his pulpit and point out the issues that should be 

pointed out within his own congregation. This thought has been in my mind all week. 

I ap;ree with this. In the musical comedy, "The Music Man, "the 1 rale partfcawS 

OF /°*l*F. t/A«-<>~0 H IM- 

i he movie version) , well I'Jiy&ujw one of the songs he sings tells of the problem 

involved in the little town he comes to.jiEe sin^s Uiu^, "lou've .^ot troubles. Right 

wpi-^ «*C, &E CAf 4' x that ' 
h e in River City. "#VJe have troubles right here in (Lamartine or Emlenton). We 

can go out that door and talk all we want about civil rights, but actually are we 
in a position where this is a problem for us? Of course it isn't. But we have other 



blems here. Vie have problems of people who nee* help fin ly and otherwise. 

ople who do not p;o to any church and they need to be contacted and asked 
t r come to worship 3-od and accept Jesus Christ.^ Yes we have prohi =ms and we don't 

to run down to Little Rock Arkansas, or Mississippi, or anywhere else for 
that matter. Jesus said something "hich is too Dften overlooked bj al] n+ " 
He saj ' " fori u + ake the at of som^on~ r~i "^ eye~, first take the 

beam out of ir nin- own. " ^ap^n 11 r.1 -<r the expression a different way. 

He said sweep the 'om in front of your own door before yo- "oraeone 

p. But the Tist is the same that we should take care of ^ obi ems and 

m we have them cleared up, then start on somebody else. 

AnEpiscopa] priest w, iding his vacation in the backwoods 

itry and he lost hi /hile out for a stroll 

farm he came to. The old told hj to gat back to his de ton, and 

the priest thanked him and then struck up a conversation with him.. Burins their 
chat he told the farmer who he was and the farmer told him tl - an 

F iscopal. The wriest wanted to know to what he bel and the farmer 

said he didn't know anything ^bout i risfc. He asked him, ••well then who con- 

ed you?" The farmer said ' --, Then ] 

can you be I all an , the priest asked? '■■■'ell you see j -he 

farmer said, "Last winter I went to church and it "lied E- 1 and I heer- 

ed the Treacher there say, that they left undone the 

nnd they'd done - nd I sa^ lyself, "thats 

r since then I've : "- : ■ - >a] ' ■• this is 1 

many of us ■■'. re should ■ know what we should be doina:, 

but someno 7 '' or other - ■ re lost sight of these thita r. • should be - 

i -s not only i te church but : t. Yet 1 

it in sue!: tually do nothing toward this end. '■■ to he trying 

to keep our own little "burches a -^ive club. It's only orien to 

c tain people and if they don't meet our standards or the standards we h^vo 8 
of set up, why then these neonle are completely unacceptable.. In many resnects 
our churches throughout our country are run like close 1 : shops. In order to be n 
you dress a certain way or earn a certain amount, or meet some other man mad<= rule. 
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